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Sustainable and inclusive well-being
(“Brede welvaart”)



Sustainable and inclusive well-being

Club of Rome (1972) Limits to growth



Sustainable and inclusive well-being

Brundtland Report (1987) Our common future

"Development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 

their own needs"



Sustainable and inclusive well-being
Millennium Development Goals
(2000-2015)

Sustainable Development Goals
(2015-2030)



Joseph E. Stiglitz, Amarty Sen, Jean-Paul Fitoussi, Report 
by the Commission on the Measurement of Economic 
Performance and Social Progress. 2009

Stiglitz, Sen, Fitoussi



International statistical 
framework

A single integrated 
measurement 
framework that is the 
foundation of all our 
work on well-being 
and the SDGs



Dimensions of well-being

Well-being concerns the quality of life 
here and now as well as the extent to 
which this quality is achieved at the 
expense of later generations or of 
people in elsewhere in the world.
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Dimensions of well-being

Distribution



Monitoring well-being



Systematic: statistical frameworks



Comprehensive: all dimensions and themes

“here and now” “later” “elsewhere”



Trends



─ Sparse

─ Colours to signal 
significant 
observations

Dashboards



─ Individual indicators by sex, age, education level, 
country of origin/birth

─ Cumulative differences

Distribution of well-being



Regional well-being

regionale Monitor Brede Welvaart 2023 [regional Monitor of Well-being] 
(https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/visualisaties/regionale-monitor-brede-welvaart)

https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/visualisaties/regionale-monitor-brede-welvaart


Where are we now and where is “brede 
welvaart” going?





─ Widely accepted as the core concept for policy making

─ Moving towards a common language and shared 
practices

─ Together figuring out how “brede welvaart” works in 
practice

Developing a community of practice



─ Extension of the System of National Accounts

─ “Beyond GDP”: New frameworks for sustainable and 
inclusive well-being

─ Improvement and harmonisation of existing 
frameworks

Statistical frameworks of the future



‘Safe and just’ space for humanity

Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre, gebaseerd op Wang-Erlandsson et al. 2022 
(https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html)

Raworth, K. (2017). A Doughnut for the Anthropocene: humanity's compass in the 21st 
century. The lancet planetary health, 1(2), e48-e49.

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html


Questioning our assumptions





‘Top-down’ bias



Cultural bias



“here and now” “later” “elsewhere”

Assumption that the world is malleable













─ Resources and opportunities: rights, freedoms and other 
possibilities that people have; capacity of infrastructures 
and systems; access to and affordability of services

─ Use: number of people, households, companies who use 
resources and opportunities, including aspects of behavior

─ Outcomes: positive and negative effects of use

─ Subjective assessment: people's subjective assessment of 
outcomes, including satisfaction, concerns, expectations

Framework for SDG indicators in context



Middelen en mogelijkheden
Welke middelen worden ingezet 
om het zorgstelsel te 
onderhouden en te verbeteren? Is 
gezondheidszorg betaalbaar en 
toegankelijk?

Gebruik
Welk gedrag vertonen mensen dat 
van invloed is op hun gezondheid? 
Hoe maken ze gebruik van de zorg?

Beleving
Zijn mensen tevreden met de
eigen gezondheid en met het 
Nederlandse zorgstelsel?

Uitkomsten
Hoe is het gesteld met de actuele 
fysieke en psychische gezondheid 
van de bevolking en met de 
kwaliteit van de zorg?



Publications

17 September “Prinsjesdag” ➔ Factsheets Well-being for each department (since 2023)

Internationale SDG-dag ➔ SDGs International (since 2016)

30 november

25 september

“Accountability Day” ➔ MBW & SDG’s (since 2018)15 May

7 december

MBW-SDG Caribbean Netherlands (since 2023)

Regional MBW (since 2020)
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